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Sept.d at Nebraska

Thetrainingwheels come offfar
the Owls as they travelts Lincoln,
Meb. totake onthe Cormnhuskers in
theseasonoapener. The Cwis will
face ateamthatreturns s evenstarters on defense,
whichwas one ofthe better unils inthe country
undersecond-yearhead coach Bo Pelini. FFAU 5
to have any chance ofwinning this game, theywill
hawve to limitthe mistak es they make on bothsides
ofthe foothallto aveid another big defe atlice the
52-10 loss to Texas inlastseason's opener. Awin
would be an encrmous ups etinfavor ofthe Owls.

Sept. 19 at South
Carolina

The Owks hitthe road again toface
anotherBC 5 Conferenceschool
S outh C arolina has legendary
head coach Steve Spurrier atthe
helm, butthe Gamecocks are
caming off a dis apponting 2008 season, finshing
justi-8. Spurrier s known as an innovative offens ive
coach, butthatareais the Gamecochs weakness,
with many questions surrounding the offensive ne
andthe backfield. The inexperienced Owis defens e
has fo putpressure onthe Gamecodks' offens e if
FAL wanis towmnthis game.

Sept. 26 vs.
Louisiana-Monroe

Inthe home apener,
FAU battles Louisiana-
Monroe. The Warhawks were one ofthe
bottom-feeders ofthe Sun Bel Conference last
season and they do notappearto be betterthis
year. Rusty Smith could have afield day against
ULAM's defense.

Oct.3 vs. Wyoming

The Cowboys will pay avisitto
FAU with first-year head coach
Dave Christensen, whowas the
offens ive coordinater far Miss awri
lastseason. Wyoming finished with
adismald-Brecord lastseason,
and theywillprobably notbe much
betterthis season as they continue
rebuilding their program. This game could serve
as another opporfunity forthe Owls to putup
some big offensive numbers.
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game, mads by Grant, during the FAU vs. Troy
#ame inOatobaraf 2008,

Oct. 17 at North Texas

Morth Texas was
the doormat of
the Sun Beltlast
season, finshing
a lowaly 1-11 and
O0-7in conferance
play. The ean
zreen's defense
was terrible im 2008, finis hing near the bottom
of mostdefensive categories. This conference

matchshould be awak inthe park forthe Owls.

Nov. 7 at University of Alabama at
Birmingham

Whenthe Owis
metthe Blazers last
seasan.thefinal
scorewas 8-34;
however mostaf
the points scaored
by UABwerescored
ingarbagetime against FAU's reserves, as the
Owls had already built a comfortable lead. The
Cwls are onthe road this time and needto be
wary of guarterback JoeWebb, a playmahker
who led his team in passing and rushingyards in
2008 and could cause problems forthe Owls.

Nov. 28 vs. Western Kentucky

This 5 Western Kentucky's firstofficial

seasaon as a Football B owl
Subdivision member
(formerlyknown as D ivision
I}, and des pite going 2-10
lastseason, they gave FAU
a run forthes money in
lastyear's mateh. The Cwls
managedto s neak away with a 24-20 victory,
avoidingwhatwould have been a huge upset
Thisseason, the Hitoppers are expectedto
finish atthe bottorm ofthe Sun Belstandings.
butthey are capable of stealing awin ortso in
the conference.

UTLOOI

Oct.24 at Louisiana-L afayette

Lafayetts was the best
offensive team inthe
conference in 2008

wihile having one of the
waorst defenses_ |n 2008,
the tables have turned:
The defense is more
experienced, and the
aoffense has losta number
afkey playmakers. The
Owls offense againstthe
Ragin' Cajuns defense will
bethe key matchup.

Nov. 14 vs. Arkans as State

The Owilswillhest anothertough
confarence
opponentin
ASU. Last
season, the R ed
Wolves gotthe
betterof FAL,
winning 28-14. This ime around, they
wiill returmwiith alltheir playmak ers

on affense — as wellas the Sun Belt

L efensive Player ofthe Year, defensive
end Alex G arrington. The Cwis’
defens e could motstop ASU's running
game, giving up ower 200 yards attheir
lastmeeting, s 0 expectthatto be the
key matchup once again.
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Oct.31vs. Middle Tennessee
State

FALU's players
should have this
game circled on
their calendars
aftar lastyear's
heartbreaker
The Owls held a 13-7 lead with 1:15
leftin the fourth quarter, only to lose
the game atthe lastsecond, thanks

to adesperate 32-yard Haill Mary

from quarterback Joe Craddock that
somehow wound up inthe hands

of Malcolm Beyah to give the Blue
Raiders amiraculous 1413 victory.
This game should be just as exciting
dowen at Lo ckhart Stadium, with both
teams boasting very good offenses.
Therewillbe added pressure on FAL's
defense inthis game since MTSU
sports aton of playmak ing receivars,
including Beyah.

Nov.21 at Troy

Nebraska aside, this may be
the Owils" toughestopponent
this season. Troy is the
reigning Sum Belt Conference
champion, and they gotthe
better of FAU, 30-17, in their
gamethatairedon ESPHM
lastseason. Troywillbe the
fawarite in this game, as the
team is solid on bothsides ofthe ball Their defense is
one of the better units inthe nation, and their offense

5 one ofthe bestinthe SunBelt. The Owls probably
wan'tscore mamy peints against Troy's defens e, which
& expected to have 10 seniors starting, including star
defensive end Brandon Lang. The Owis will probably
hawve to beat Tray iftheywant to capture the Sun Belt
Conference crown.

Dec.5 at Florida International University

Lastyears game was one forthe ages betweenthe tworivals. In a
classieshootout. the Owk outlastedthe Golden P anthers in overtime,
winning 57-50. That game saw FIU up by as many as 14 points twice in
the fourth quarter, onby for FAU to come back andstealthe win in OT.

To make the win even sweeter for FAU, it prevented their archrival from
earning a bowlgame bid lastseason. This season, however, FIU should
be a betterteam and 2agerfor payback againstthe Owls. Wide receiver
T.%. Hiltan is a big-time playmakerfor FIU, so expect his matchups with
FAU cornarbachks to play a major rale in the game's outcome.
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